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ABSTRACT

This project presents a brief study of different Kinds of alcohol and

their different taste.

A brief study on others sorts of alcohol like methanol, etc. and it

also presents the way of usage of alcohol in different countries during

different occasions

> The role of alcohol in western culture and their ill effects have been

presented with photographic proof.
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INTRODUCTION

Raising a glass of alcohol is one of mankind’s most distinctive

rituals. For many, like these toast-happy celebrators at a reunion in the

Georigian Republic, alcohol loosens the tongue and tightens the

bounds of friendship. Yet alcohol can also exert nearly satanic power
Here is the proverb
“First the man takes a drink
Then the drink takes a drink

Then the drink takes the man”

It's an intoxication drug that has carried amity and an altered state

to an awkward, lonely, and inquiring species.



WHAT IS ALCOHOL?

Ethanol (the alcohol that's drunk) and carbon dioxide are the
natural excreta of yeast's are ubiquitous. The Babylonians and
Egyptians found that if they crushed grapes or warmed and moistened

grain, the covered mush would bubble and become a drink with a kick.

Yeast's can't get at grain directly until brewers first “malt” their
barley: that is, moisten and warm it so that it germinates just enough to

release enzymes that convert starches into simple sugars.

As alcohol is a toxin, fermentation is self-limiting. Once alcohol
concentration reaches about 14 percent, or the sugar runs out, the
multiplying yeast's die and fermentation ends. A stronger drink requires

distillation.

Ethanol is a simple molecule: its affinity for water takes it
everywhere in the body that water goes. Blood, being mostly water, js
the transport, and the amount of alcohol in it s expressed as a
percentage, say 0.1 percent blood alcohol concentration (BAC).
Because of differences in metabolism and a greater proportion of body

fat, a woman will tend to feel the effect of alcohol more quickly than g



man of the same weight. Fat does not easily absorb water, thus

concentrating alcohol in the blood.

Alcohol enters the bloodstream through the smali intestine and, to
some extent, through the stomach. (A fraction exits in breath, sweat,
and urine.) If you eat while you drink, alcohol is absorbed more slowly
and with less effect. But on an empty stomach or if carbonated —
champagne, whiskey and soda — it moves more rapidly to all vital

organs.

In the brain, alcohol crosses easily into and out of the nerve cells
somehow altering neuronal transmission to bring on its intoxicating
effect. Expectations are important. A heavy drinker with the shakes
orders a vodka tonic from a distracted bartend to forgets the vodka.

Unaware the man drinks, and feels momentary relijef.



TASTE’S OF ALCOHOL

So far as is documented, alcohol was first distilled in the Middle
Ages, at a medical school in Salerno, Italy. Considered an important
medicine, wine was boiled and the vapors then cooled and condensed
to produce a more powerfully concentrated drug. A Spanish scholar

gave this ragged brandy the name aquavitae, the water of life.

Distilled alcohol evolved in Russia as vodka, in Holland as
juniper-flavored Geneva (the French called it genievre, which the British
bluted to gin),and passed through charred barrels, peatsmoke, and

across the Irish Gaetongue as uisce beatha, or whiskey.

The first Neolithic buzz remains unrecorded. Byt Solomon Katz,
an anthropologist has a persuasive theory that alcohol may have been
responsible for the earliest agriculture — to secure g dependable Supply

of beer.

Beer was easy to make, a good dea] tastier than gruel, and far
more nutritious. And like wine — which pushed the Cultivated ape from
Mesopotamia and into Egypt, and eventually throughout the temperate

world — beer had a delightful effect.



“Most modern beers are very thin, but ancient beer was a food,”
says Katz. “Fermentation added needed B vitamins, essential amino
acids converted by the yeast. And yeast also deactivated several toxic
compounds in the barley, making it more palatable. Beer was better

than bread in the sense that it also had alcohol in jt.”

In the early 1700s cheap gin flooded into working — class London,

a spectacle rendered on Canvas (“Gin Lane”) by William Hogarth.



MYTHOLOGY OF ALCOHOL

Historically, people drank alcohol when they could get it: as
food, in place of fetid water, as relief from the misery of life, to chase
after pleasure-at births, weddings, and festivals. Wine poured down the
pagan hatch, Dionysian and Bacchanalian.  Alcohol was not only

acceptable, it was esteemed, revered.

The Old Testament prophets had long issued warnings against
excessive drink, Moses proposing death for rebellious, drunken sons.
But eventually rabbis worked wine into ritual and ceremony-sanctifying

the Sabbath, blessing the Passover festival.

Christ used wine as miracle in transforming it from water, and, at
the Last Supper, imbued it with the symbol of his blood. Wine in early
history was often vinegary and drunk diluted with water. The church
rescued the vine from neglect in the Dark Ages and elevated

fermentation of the grape to an art when monks began producing and



Wine makes glad the heart of man, wrote the psalmist. The 12"
century Persian poet Omar Khayyam - with his book of verses, jug of
wine, loaf of bread, and thou — saw in wine a refuge from the hopeless

of ever knowing the ultimate mystery.

Severe alcoholics will drinking anything containing alcohol -
Sterno, Old Spice, Windex, Nyquil, Aqua Net, Lysol — but they prefer
cheap fortified wines that even wealthy alcoholics living behind security
gates have been known to buy in order to conceal their expenditures.
Only a small fraction of the ten million or so alcoholics in the United
States slide into skid row. Alcoholism hides behind collaboration of
denial — in the boardroom, the East Room, the capitol steps, out on the

tractor.



OTHER SORTS OF ALCOHOL

There are all sorts of alcohol’s. Methanol, originally made
from wood, now mostly from methane, is converted into formaldehyde
and from that into plastics. If drunk, methanol swells the optic nerve,
causing blindness. Ethylene glycol is te alcohol used as antifreeze.

Isopropanol is rubbing alcohol.

There is alcohol in rose and geranium oils, in fruits, berries, red
seaweed. Traces of ethanol turn up in orange and tomato juice. It is
used in gasohol in the Midwest and, mixed or pure, as a fuel in Brazil.
lts low freezing point (minus 179°F) makes it useful for certain
thermometers, and it once was common in compasses - that is, when

the sailors weren’t drinking it.

Ethanol is a solvent. It is used in lacquers, varnishes, and stains.

To make fragrances and flavors, it pulls jasmine from the flower and
vanilla from the bean. When you put Chioe behing your ear, it is

ethanol that makes it miscible in the bottle and floats it to your nose.



| clean the capstans of my tape deck with “denatured” ethanol.

That’s a euphemism for poisoning ethanol with something like methano|

SO | won't divert it to a Tom Collins, and to Spare the manufacture an
excise tax.
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WHAT DOES ALCOHOL DO?
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FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDRON\E

is before you know You are

y dangerous time
rink when p\ann'mg a

A reall

o the pest recommendat'\on is not to d
ye ata time,

pregnant, ]
s a day, Of sour or fi

g one or two drink
ean

gnancy- As few @
don't necessar'\\y m

pre
ne in frequently, may have an effort. 1
talking about subtl
ave trouble paying

just sO merger. The

y behaviora\.

even if do
e deviations, most!

retardation. we're
youngsters often h attention and thinking

arch on FAE kids is

The FAE
Y could be

abstractly. The rese

a huge popu\at'\on.



N

YEAR-CLD BOY W

15 OLD; FRARCE

TR FATHER: SWEDEN

LI GIRLY HICAGE

~QLD aov; 5t ATT

S -YEAR

.

Alarge dose of alcohol givento 2
pregnant mouse produced severe
abnormalities in the developing
foetus compared with a normal

foetus (top )



CONCLUSION

If most who drink alcohol enjoy its considerable pleasures with
few difficulties, many others cross the line — and those who do will deny

it furiously. That is the paradox of alcohol.

Alcohol, in excess, IS by far the most devastating of drugs-
wrecking families and friendships, impairing health, filling jails, hospitals

and morgues.

Though no genetic cause for alcoholism has peen proved, resent
studies a genetic predisposition. The son of an alcohotlic, for example,
is four times as likely to pecome ONE, even wen adapted into a
nonalcoholic home. if children of alcoholic account for only @ fraction of
the million alcoholics in the U.S. “Any of us can become addicted,”

cautions onée researcher, «if we drink enough long enough.”
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