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¥ VS Motors Ltd. Vs. Bajaj Auto Ltd.
remember a comic scene trom the Hindi Comedy movie “Hungama”, in which the two male
no hrotagonists get into a verbal scuffle over.. well, a girl of course. In that particular scene the two
bharacters try to size up each other, So instead of the usual Bollywood fare of blood and gore the
cene ultimately culminates into nothing but a war of words without even a single blow being
;anded.
e for . .
¢ina So far both the auto makers have made public that they would take each other to court. Bajaj

Auto says that they will file against TVS if they go ahead with the CCV-Ti engine. On the other
thand TVS retorts by stating that they’ll sue Bajaj Auto for their “malicious remarks” against
, TVS Mofors. It remains to be seen whether this episode actually results in either of the parties
dragging the other to court.

The feud between Bajaj Auto and TVS Motor is getting more heated with claims and

mne?
counterclaims made by both the companics. But what exactly is at the heart of lhe whole
controversy? Two spark plugs.

i

ar, EAt a glance, the two companies’ new engines and the technologics adopted ~ in the Bajaj

Exceeci s DTS-Si engine and the TVS Flame's CC-VTi engine — will scem to share more than
fthe onc controversial feature over which the two-wheeler manufacturers are trading punches.

They are both 125c¢e class engines, both employ a kind of swirl induction or intake to improve
i the quality of the air-fuel mixture in the combustion chamber and both employ twin spark plugs,
instead of the single spark plug that is typically employed in single cylinder engines.

What Bajaj is contending to be a violation of its intellectual property is the usc of twin spark
plugs in the same format, with a similar configuration, and in a similar sized engine by TVS
Motor in the latter’s forthcoming new bike - the Flame,

Bajaj pdtmted its twin spark plugs technology called Digital Twin Spark Ignition (DTS-i) after
the company’s in-house R&D successfully integrated the feature first into the Pulsar’s 150ce
enginc. The technology was later used in the bigger engines of the Pulsar and in Bajaj’s smaller
engined Discovery.

Twin spark ignition has been used by innumerable automobile companies (both car and two-
wheeler manufacturers) to gain from the improvement in performance, increased fuel efficiency
and reduced emissions that the technology offers compared to conventional single spark ignition.
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Twin spark ignition has been used in technologically advanced ¢ngines by carmakers like
Mercedes Benz in cars like the M-Class SUV and even in the super luxury Maybach’s engines.
BMW has used twin spark ignition in its high-end (650cc+) bikes for improving their emissions
complhance and Alfa Romeo has used twin spark ignition for tweaking the performance of its
cars. Lven the i-DSI engine in the Honda City that is sold in India incorporates twin spark plugs
per eyhinder.

In the conventional single spark plug-per-cylinder sct up, the air-fuel mixture in the engine’s
combustion chamber is not optimally burnt. Imagine a vertical cvlindrical box area as the
combustion chamber with one spark plug firing on one side. There are corners and arcas on the
other side where the flame front created by the single spark plug will not be able to reach. As
result, power delivered is lower than optimun, unburnt fuel is wasted, and there will be higher
toxic emissions,

With two spark plugs that are digitally mapped for optimum performenee under varied operating
conditions, twin spark ignition with two flame fronts, such as the [Y1S-i technology of Bajaj,
enables more complete combustion, This boosts power and reduces wastage, thereby improving
fuel efficiency u}nd lowering emissions,

Bajaj says it holds the patent in the Indian market for the use of twin spark technology in small
attomotive engines. TVS claims that an application for revocation has been filed against this
patent.

According to Mr Amit Nandi, General Manager-Marketing, Bajaj  Auto, the Chennai-
headquartered TVS Motor has used the technology patented by Bajaj Auto globally. The
company's legal team is evaluating the matter and will soon initiate steps against its rival to
protect 1ts know-how,

Mr Nandi said the new bike’s spark plugs were similar to those present in Bajaj’s DTSI bikes
(two spark plugs located at opposite ends of the combustion chamber).

the company contends that TVS Motor’s 125 cc motor cycele also has spark plugs located at
opposite ends of the compression chamber, Since location is the key to fuel elficiency and
emission control. the design of TVS Motor's vehicle infringes on their proprietary know-how.

Further, the 125 cc motor cycele ‘Flame™ is in direet competition with Bajaj’s Discover
raotoreycie and the upcoming new Fxceed model,

though globaily the DTSI technology is present in high enginc-capadity bikes, only Bajaj holds
the global patent for this echnology in the 125-220 cc sepment. The company acquired the
paient in 2002, Mr Nandi said. Bajaj introduced the technology to enhance the combustion
process and casure improved fuel efficiency and lower emissions.

Fhe company is reportedly introducing its new 125 ¢e Exceed bike in the second week of
September with an upgraded DTSi technology called DDTS-Si developed by Bajaj Auto R&D.
The campany plans to sell 20,000 Exceed units in September and increase the number to S0.000
inits by November this vear, a company release stated.

FVS Motor Company proposes o file a suit against Bajaj Auto if the -ateer does not withdrmwy it
Allegations that TV infringed on Bajaji's proprietary know-how.
lJ
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cen advised to initiate action for libel against Bajaj Auto Ltd and we in turn have

like ‘We have b
105, dvised our lawyers to put Bajaj Auto Ltd on notice that unless the malicious allegations are
ons ithdrawn and regrets expressed, TVS would file a suit for damages in a sum of Rs 250 crore.”
it ays a company release.
ugs
¥-The allegation of Bajaj Auto is ridiculous and can be established by their own admission that
he invention in issue - the application of twin spark plug is a known technology used extensively
e’ 1l over the world for decades and therefore, in patent law, it is a known prior art,” it says.
the
the he patent that Bajaj claims is not for the use of twin spark plug technology per se but for the usc
5 4 f the two spark plugs in a two valve 1C engine with a detachably fixed sleeve. Against this
her atent, an application for revocation has already been filed by TVS Motor. In any event, the use
of twin spark plug technology by TVS Motor does not infringe the above patent against which
evocation proceedings have already been initiated by the company. the release adds.
ing
JEIN $Questions:—
108 r ;
1. In this case, whom do you think that they have the [P Rights of the product? How?
7. Discuss the case of TVS Motors 1.td.
nall _ 3. Discuss the case of Bajaj Auto Ltd.
this 4. If you arc a Judge. what would be your judgment in this case?
5. Justify your judgement.
o~
the PART B (10 x 2 = 20 Marks)
I to .
5 Write short notes on *Claims’
3. Define Plagiarism Vs Copyright
kes
4. What is design Act 20007
| 5. What is a (i) Provisional (il) Complcte Specification?
(0 at
and 6. What are the needs of Software copyright?
7. What is [PR Audit?
wor 8. List some of the registered Geographical Indication in India.
9, Distinguish between Trade Names & Trademarks
oids 10. What are the core activitics of WIPO?
1.lhc 11. Distinguish between patentable and non patentable invention.
jon
PART C (4 x 15 = 60 Marks}
< of 12.  a) List out the guidelines for registration of patent
Sy
000 (OR)
12, b) Explain Patent Grant procedure in India with some real-time cxample.
voils
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a} Write Short notes on
i} Agreement on Trade related aspects of [PR,
1) WIPO
i1y Design Act 2000.
(OR)

(5)
(5)
(3)

b) . (1) Explain in detail about management of Trademarks in an enterprise. (8)

1t) Compare Trademark with Patent, Designs and Copyrigit
] yrg

a) Explain in detail about IPR strategies in developing countries.
(OR):
b) (i) With the help of a Plow Chart explain a Design Applicaton upto

Acceptance
(1) Explain Filing and Grant of Geographical Indications in India.

a) Write short notes on
a. Scctoral IPR
b. Transfer and licensing of trademark
¢. Types of 11 services

(OR)

(7)

(8)

(7)

(5)
(5)
(3)

b (1) What are the guidelines used for Intellectual Property Menagement? (8)

(11) Discuss briefly about the important principles of 1P Management?  (7)
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